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actually located just across the street from my
district office. Everyone just raves about the
food there. In fact, the Orange County Reg-
ister has recognized La Casa Garcia for serv-
ing the best Mexican food in the area.

But what’s amazing is this, Mr. Speaker.
Since 1987, Frank has served more than
50,000 needy individuals at his restaurant with
free, home-cooked meals on Thanksgiving
Day. In fact, just last year, Frank led 500 vol-
unteers to serve a complete Thanksgiving din-
ner to needy people throughout our commu-
nity. He organized the event, collected the
food through donations and wholesale prices,
and recruited the necessary volunteers to
make the whole day a success.

Frank has so much to be proud of. The
President’s Service Award, established back in
1982, is the most prestigious award ever pre-
sented for community service. The winners
are honored not only for their own outstanding
work, but also as representatives of volunteers
in every community nationwide. The award
recognizes individuals who have performed
outstanding work in public safety, education,
environmental protection, and humanitarian
aid.

In a recent news article in our local paper,
Frank noted that ‘‘everybody needs to take
pride in themselves. We all should support
each other.’’ These are powerful words that
emulate the kind of life all Americans should
lead.

Mr. Speaker, Frank Garcia is a shining ex-
ample of the American spirit and an exemplary
inspiration to us all. His outstanding public
service has set a high standard for others to
follow. I want to congratulate him for this
honor and thank him for serving his fellow
man so selflessly. May God bless him and re-
ward him for his kindness and generosity.
f
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the South Allen Volunteer Fire
Department. These brave, civic-minded people
give freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire-
fighter. To quote one of my local volunteers,
‘‘These firemen must have an overwhelming
desire to do for others while expecting nothing
in return.’’

Preparation includes twice-monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire-
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee Fire Training School in Murfreesboro,
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well-trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-

ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay tribute to an outstanding young man from
my district, Michael J. Zalewski, who was re-
cently honored for academic excellence at St.
Rita High School.

During St. Rita’s academic awards banquet,
Mr. Zalewski, a senior bound for the University
of Illinois, was recognized nine times for his
scholastic achievements. He was cited as a
member of the St. Rita 1996 Academic All-
Stars, a winner of the 1996 Heeney Award, as
an Illinois State scholar, and as a recipient of
the Presidential Educational Award.

Mr. Zalewski was named as a member of
the Gold Honor Roll at St. Rita, the JETS
Science Team, the National Honor Society,
and was listed in ‘‘Who’s Who Among Amer-
ican High School Students.’’ In addition, he re-
ceived the U.S. Marine Corps Scholastic Ex-
cellence Award.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Michael J.
Zalewski, and of course his parents, Michael
R. and Millie Zalewski, on his academic
achievements, and extend to him, as well as
the members of the Class of ’96, my best
wishes for much success in the future.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to Edward ‘‘Roy’’ Huelbig, an ex-
ceptional individual, who had distinguished
himself through tireless dedication to the vet-
erans, firefighters, and police officers of his
community in Hoboken and throughout the
State of New Jersey. Mr. Huelbig will be hon-
ored for his numerous years of service by
United Cerebral Palsy of Hudson County at a
ceremony at the F.A. Mckenzie American Le-
gion Post 165 in Bayonne, NJ on April 27.

Mr. Huelbig’s record of service to helping
others began in Hoboken, where he was born
and raised. He attended Our Lady of Grace
Grammar School and St. Michael’s High
School in my hometown of Union City. When
the Nation called, Mr. Huelbig answered by
entering the U.S. Army in 1943, where he
served in the European theather of operations
during World War II. For his steadfast bravery
in combat, Mr. Huelbig was awarded four bat-
tle stars and a Purple Heart.

Upon returning to the United States, Mr.
Huelbig was appointed to the Hoboken Fire
Department in 1948, which benefited from his

valuable contributions as a firefighter for over
25 years. After retiring from a position with the
A-P-A Trucking Co. in 1986, Mr. Huelbig de-
voted his time to a number of charitable orga-
nizations. Mr. Huelbig’s expertise in commu-
nity involvement has been an invaluable re-
source for a number of groups throughout the
State. While Mr. Huelbig serves as secretary
of the Retired Police and Fireman’s Associa-
tion, it is the veterans of New Jersey who owe
Mr. Huelbig the greatest debt of gratitude. He
is chairman of the Hoboken Elks Lodge 74
Veterans’ Committee which ‘‘adopts’’ five indi-
viduals at the Veterans Home of Paramus by
celebrating birthdays and Christmas with
them, in addition to organizing field trips to
sporting events. A past commander, Mr.
Huelbig now serves as legislative chairman of
the Disabled American Veterans Hoboken
Chapter 8, which helps raise funds for the five
veterans hospitals in New Jersey.

Even though Mr. Huelbig has exhibited a
tremendous commitment to community organi-
zations, the main focus of his life has been his
family. He was married to the former Ellen
Lynsky who passed away in November 1985.
Mr. Huelbig is the father of three children: a
daughter, Kerryann Ganter, and two sons,
Kevin and Roy Huelbig. He is also the proud
grandfather of five.

It is an honor to have such an outstanding
and dedicated individual as Edward ‘‘Roy’’
Huelbig residing in my district. His efforts are
testimony to the fact that one person can
make a difference in the lives of others. I ask
my colleagues to join me in recognition of this
true American hero.
f
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Mr. METCALF. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ad-

dress the House and ask permission to extend
and revise my remarks.

I am pleased to welcome the Wound,
Ostomy and Continence Nurses Society
[WOCN] to Seattle, WA on June 15–19, for
their 28th annual conference. The theme of
the conference, ‘‘The Future is Ours to Cre-
ate,’’ will focus on future opportunities and
challenges relating to the changing and ex-
panding role of ET (enterostomal therapists)
nurses and other nurses specializing in
wound, ostomy, and continence care.

Founded in 1968, the WOCN is the only na-
tional organization for nurses who specialize in
the prevention of pressure ulcers and the
management and rehabilitation of persons with
ostomies, wounds, and incontinence. WOCN
is a professional nursing society which sup-
ports its members by promoting educational,
clinical and research opportunities, to advance
the practice and guide the delivery of expert
health care to individuals with wounds,
ostomies and incontinence.

In this age of changing health care services
and skyrocketing costs, the WOCN nurse
plays an integral role in providing cost-effec-
tive care to patients. This year’s Seattle con-
ference will provide a unique opportunity for
WOCN participants to learn about the most
current issues and trends related to their prac-
tice. I wish WOCN every success in their con-
ference.
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